
ALTERNATIVES TO SUSPENSION AND 
ADDRESSING DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIORS

2019-2020



OUTCOMES

 Review Framework of Focus: Relationships, Culture and Climate, Accountable 
Leadership, Motivation

 Deepen understanding of alternatives to suspension

 Identify, Reflect, and Discuss School Culture-Systems and Routines

 Review strategies to address disruptive behaviors



Norms of Collaboration



FRAMEWORK OF FOCUS



FRAMEWORK OF FOCUS





RUBRIC OF IMPLEMENTATION







WHO, WHY, WHEN TO SUSPEND

• WHAT IS THE PURPOSE WHEN ISSUING A SUSPENSION?

• ALL SUSPENSIONS MUST BE APPROVED BY LOCAL DISTRICT CENTRAL OPERATIONS.



SUSPENSION FROM SCHOOL BY PRINCIPAL 
UNLAWFUL SUSPENSIONS 

• STUDENTS ENROLLED IN KINDERGARTEN AND GRADES 1 TO 3 SHALL NOT BE SUSPENDED OR EXPELLED DUE TO SEXUAL HARASSMENT (E.C. 

48900.2), ACT OF HATE VIOLENCE (E.C. 48900.3), OR THREATS AND INTIMIDATION AGAINST DISTRICT PERSONNEL OR PUPILS (E.C. 48900.4). 

• STUDENTS MAY NOT BE SUSPENDED FROM SCHOOL FOR ANY REASONS, FOR MORE THAN 5 CONSECUTIVE SCHOOL DAYS. 

• “INFORMAL SUSPENSION” IS PROHIBITED. (E.G., PARENT TOLD TO KEEP CHILD AT HOME WITHOUT AN OFFICIAL SUSPENSION LETTER). 

• EXTENDED SUSPENSION DUE TO THE PARENT’S FAILURE TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE WITH SCHOOL OFFICIALS IS PROHIBITED. 

• SUSPEND IN ABSENTIA (WHEN A STUDENT IS SUSPENDED IN THE STUDENT’S ABSENCE) IS A VIOLATION OF THE STUDENT’S DUE PROCESS RIGHTS. 

IF THE STUDENT GOES HOME AT THE SCHOOL’S DISCRETION, IT IS CONSIDERED A SUSPENSION AND MUST BE DOCUMENTED PER DISTRICT POLICY.



Local District Central 

Instructional Days Lost to Instruction   2019

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3

Student Offenses with

No Principal Discretion 

(except as otherwise precluded 

by law)

Student Offenses with

Limited Principal 
Discretion

Student Offenses 
with

Broad Principal 
Discretion

98 104 378



LOCAL DISTRICT CENTRAL
CATEGORY 3 SUSPENSIONS

# of Suspension Days Total

School Location August September October November December January February March April May June

ADAMS MS 4 2 4 10 5 2 4 31

FOSHAY LC 3 2 7 1 1 6 20

IRVING MS MME MAG 11 4 2 17
CARVER MS 5 2 6 2 15
LOS ANGELES ACAD 
MS 2 9 4 15
MENLO AVE EL 3 6 2 3 14
VIRGIL MS 1 5 2 5 13
CASTRO MS 1 2 4 2 2 11
NORMANDIE AVE EL 1 5 3 2 11
BERENDO MS 3 4 3 10
BUSHNELL WAY EL 1 8 9
CONTRERAS LC SOC 
JUS 1 5 1 2 9
JEFFERSON SH 1 2 1 3 1 8

MANUAL ARTS SH 5 3 8
NAVA LEARNING 
ACADEMY 2 6 8

ROCKDALE VAPA MAG 1 1 4 2 8
ASCOT AVE EL 2 5 7

FRANKLIN HS 5 2 7
MAIN ST EL 2 2 1 2 7



SUSPENSIONS: CATEGORY III

STUDENT OFFENSES 

WITH BROAD PRINCIPAL DISCRETION

378 DAYS 
OR

229 EVENTS 

1. CAUSED PHYSICAL INJURY TO ANOTHER PERSON (128 

DAYS)

2. ATTEMPTED TO CAUSE PHYSICAL INJURY (102)

3. WILLFUL USE OF FORCE/VIOLENCE, NOT SELF DEFENSE. (23)

4. HARASSED/THREATENED SCHOOL DISTRICT PERSONNEL (15)

5. FIRST OFFENSE OF POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA OF NOT 

MORE THAN ONE OUNCE, (14)

6. THREATENED TO CAUSE PHYSICAL INJURY TO ANOTHER 

PERSON. (UNLESS, IN THE CASE OF “CAUSED,” THE INJURY IS 

SERIOUS. (15)

7. DISRUPT SCHOOL-WIDE ACTIVITIES (14)

8. COMMITTED AN OBSCENE ACT OR ENGAGED IN HABITUAL 

PROFANITY OR VULGARITY.  (14) 

9. SEXUAL HARASSMENT (14)

10. CAUSED OR ATTEMPTED TO CAUSE DAMAGE TO SCHOOL 

OR PRIVATE PROPERTY.  (13)



CATEGORY III SUSPENSIONS 

Suspension Reason 2018 2019

Caused physical injury to another person 208 128

Attempted to cause physical injury 137 102

Willful use of force/Violence, not self defense. 85 23

Threatened to cause physical injury to another person. (Unless, in the case 

of “caused,” the injury is serious. 
48 15

First offense of possession of marijuana of not more than one ounce 18 14

Caused or attempted to cause damage to school or private property. 78 13

Committed an obscene act or engaged in habitual profanity or vulgarity. 44 14





CATEGORIES 2 AND 3 SUSPENSIONS

EVIDENCE OF ONE OR BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL FINDINGS:

1) OTHER MEANS OF CORRECTION ARE NOT FEASIBLE OR HAVE REPEATEDLY FAILED 

TO BRING ABOUT PROPER CONDUCT, 

2) DUE TO THE NATURE OF THE ACT, THE STUDENT’S PRESENCE CAUSES A 

CONTINUING DANGER TO THE PHYSICAL SAFETY OF THE PUPIL OR OTHERS.

How do school administrators record interventions on MiSiS?





POSITIVE 
BEHAVIOR 
SUPPORTS



REFLECTION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION



WHAT DOES YOUR SCHOOL DATA REFLECT ON MYDATA?

• SUSPENSION DATA

• DISCIPLINE REFERRALS

• REASONS

• MISSING INFORMATION



My Data: Suspension  

Reasons



MY DATA: REFERRAL REASONS



MY DATA: MISSING INFO



THANK YOU!

EVALUATIONS


